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Previous Lessons 
Lessons – A Way to Think – The Null Case https://humanistman.com/wp-

content/uploads/2025/05/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-The-Null-Case.pdf  

Lessons – A Way to Think – The Thing Asserted and Definite Not https://humanistman.com/wp-

content/uploads/2025/06/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-The-Thing-Asserted-and-Definite-Not.pdf  

Lessons – A Way to Think – Learning about the Infinite Not https://humanistman.com/wp-

content/uploads/2025/07/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-Learning-about-the-Infinite-Not.pdf  

Introduction 
We will use our ideas of infinity, Infinite Not, Double Not and The Definite Not to highlight ideas about 

knowledge - especially about the things we do not know. We will use Fishers 4 box model to examine 

the combinations Definite Known the Definite Not Known. You will be surprised - you will say “I did not 

know that” and it will transfer (for you) from the Not Known to the Known. 

https://humanistman.com/
https://humanistman.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-The-Null-Case.pdf
https://humanistman.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-The-Null-Case.pdf
https://humanistman.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-The-Thing-Asserted-and-Definite-Not.pdf
https://humanistman.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-The-Thing-Asserted-and-Definite-Not.pdf
https://humanistman.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-Learning-about-the-Infinite-Not.pdf
https://humanistman.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-Learning-about-the-Infinite-Not.pdf
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It is possible that we learn by comparing 2 unknown things to start with which gives us a little 

knowledge about both and develop more as we go but at this stage the lesson is about later stages of 

knowledge development, after we have established some knowledge in our schemas. 

Definite Known, Definite Not Known 
See Responsibility Accountability Learning Popularism Justice https://humanistman.com/wp-

content/uploads/2021/04/Responsibility-Accountability-Learning-Popularism-Justice.pdf  

We learn from others and the world around us and make mistakes as we go. As we develop we start to 

take responsibility for our own continued learning and development and we are accountable when we 

make mistakes. 

 

People do not often compare the Known and the Not Known - it is not a strong binary pair like Bad and 

Good -these things constantly compared to each other while Known and Not Known are not often 

compared with each other - this is because the cost of acquiring new knowledge from the Not Known 

space can be costly in mental activity but also is energy and time. Humans tend to be Fat, Dumb and 

Lazy to avoid doing anything unless they have to. Busy people in complex and challenging environments 

are often forced to learn new things to overcome challenges and dangers. History shows groups and 

societies collapsing after failing to learn and becoming too complacent. E.g. See Evolution of Life. 

 

Let us think about this for a bit. Known and Not Known are 
shown on a infinite continuum with a kind of graph in-between 
- a Gaussian distribution curve which shows the idea of 
measuring the amount of Known and Not Known and showing 
that they generally tend towards the middle - the somewhere 
in-between where they are balanced out by equal measure. 

This sometimes called the normal distribution curve or the “Bell Curve” because it is shaped like a Bell 

and the middle is usually called the average - as in the expression that many people habitually use - on 

average most things balance out. Also see the central limit theorem 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_limit_theorem  

https://humanistman.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Responsibility-Accountability-Learning-Popularism-Justice.pdf
https://humanistman.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Responsibility-Accountability-Learning-Popularism-Justice.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_limit_theorem
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This idea of the balanced middle is sometimes called the Golden mean philosophy or the Doctrine of 

the Mean https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctrine_of_the_Mean and many belief systems have similar 

ideas about this something in the middle of two things idea. 

4 Box Model Known and Not Known 
I am going to use some symbols as well to represent Known and Not Known. I will use the Book symbol 

for Known and I will use the Question mark for The Not Known. 

 

We also have learned from our previous lessons that we can 
see these things as two definitions of their own - each with 
their level of certainty. We are Comparing two different 
things so we can define those two different things before we 
compare them. 

Here I define these things using the general plurality curve which shows that we have some definite 

idea of what one thing is but we leave the infinite not open for things we have not included in that 

definition and measurement. This emphasizes the difference between the Infinite Not and the Definite 

Not of a thing. 

 

This takes a little time and work to understand but we can use the example of a Book. We define what 

a Book is (Known) and then we Define things that are Definitely Not a Book. We do this at the definition 

and measurement level before we start comparing two declared and defined things. Hence every 

defined thing has its own two continuums - One for the Definite “IS” and One for the Definite “IS Not”. 

This very similar to the Sic Et Non argument of Peter Abelard in the 1100s. The difficulty in 

understanding this is to realize that we have to define the second thing in the comparison using its 

own ideas  - we do not know what Not Known means - we do not how to define and measure it except 

in comparison with being the Opposite in comparison of Known. This may be easier to understand when 

comparing Good/Bad and Black/White but it is more difficult to understand using this current example. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctrine_of_the_Mean
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We then combine these two definitions to compare them. 

 

 
So the result of this Fisher 4 box model shows that , in a binary sense, we have some things are 

definitely Known, Some things that are Not Known, Some things that have a mix of Known and Not 

Known and some things we have no idea about - the double not infinity which most people cannot see. I 

will demonstrate this using Books and Libraries. We have Books in a Library - you have read some so 

they are Known, Some you have not read or found in the library yet are Not Known and others which 

you have partially read or do not understand - which is a mix of both. The infinity of things outside your 

library are not even discovered yet by you or your librarian. 
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Review and More Detail on the 4 Box model 
Notice I have expanded out the process to show more detail and that there is a question to whether 

there is a duplicated continuum. 

 

There is far more information here than most people imagine. The Answer to the Questions is Yes - 

those continuums are different because they defined and measured in two different processes and in 

different context. The First Process defines the first item to be eventually compared and it’s Definite 

Not. The Second Process defines the second item to be eventually compared and it’s Definite Not. Most 

people skip over the definition phase and rush to comparison before defining the thing and its 

measurements to be included (the definite is) and excluded (the definite is not). 

This becomes easier to see when we use Good and Bad as an Example.  

The other thing to notice is any two things can be compared. 

There is no valid reason to assume that things cannot be compared (joined) to many other things or that 

some things must only exist in one pair combination.  This is a profound statement and has significance 

in many things. We do build up many schemas over time that seem to repeat and be used a lot but that 

does not mean we should ignore the underlying process for how we got those. 
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Reducing Complexity A Little 
For the sake of the exercise I reduce three items into one because in general we do not tend to focus on 

them as much. It does not mean they are not there - they still exist and I call them Infinity sets.   

 

We can then take the analysis a little further to show that Fisher’s 4 Box model does only pair 

combinations when in reality there are far more possible combinations. I explained this in the previous 

lesson. Lessons – A Way to Think – Learning about the Infinite Not https://humanistman.com/wp-

content/uploads/2025/07/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-Learning-about-the-Infinite-Not.pdf  

  

https://humanistman.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-Learning-about-the-Infinite-Not.pdf
https://humanistman.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Lessons-A-Way-to-Think-Learning-about-the-Infinite-Not.pdf
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We substitute for the generic Thing and Not Thing symbols. 

 

And we see the new 4 Box model with all the possible combination listed as well. 

 

Patterns of Knowledge 
The Fisher 4 Box Model categories are useful for examining patterns of knowledge in human culture. 

The 4 paired categories have main features and many other infinites contained but I will reduce it to the 

main feature of the 4 Boxes. In one Box the Question - Not Known dominates. In Another Box the Book 

dominates (Known). The Third Box is dominated by the Book and the Question. The Fourth Box is 

dominated by the double not recursions and all the infinities. 

 

Many simple societies only pass down knowledge via individual interaction - spoken words or simple 

symbols and signs. Many societies developed language and writing and stored knowledge in books. This 
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allowed a growth in knowledge amongst many people. Many people could teach many people at once 

using books. 

The development of a Book was a major step. 

Many societies believe in One Author, One Knowledge Giver and/or One Book and No Questions they 

limit their knowledge and demonize those who question or want more knowledge. 

Some societies developed a culture of books and vast libraries of information and encouraged more 

questions and more writing of books. It is a trap of even some of these societies that they think there is 

very little more to learn or “The Best Book that will ever be written has already been written”  

Others - very few societies - contain people who can also explore the infinite case as well as the other 

combinations to discover something “other than” what is in books or questions. 

 

Some societies force everything to agree - this is a tendency in science and some people mandate 

equality rather than allow the difference or unequal knowledge. 

Some societies leave things open to question and further work while others are happen to allow some 

differences just stay as they are without further investigation. Others will explore more widely to resolve 

differences. 

Documents about Learning 
Instructions of Shuruppak - Document[-2600], Rank(60) Author(Many) Keyword(Group Development 

Cooperation, Learning) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instructions_of_Shuruppak  

https://www.historyofinformation.com/detail.php?id=1306  

https://etcsl.orinst.ox.ac.uk/section5/tr561.htm 

Aesop's Fables - Document[-620], Rank(30) Author(Aesop) Wikidata(Q43423) Age(0) Keyword(Group 

Development Tale, Learning) https://www.worldoftales.com/fables/Aesop_fables.html  

https://aesopsfables.org/  http://read.gov/aesop/001.html  

The Great Learning - Document[-430], Rank(30) Author(Chinese Philosophers, Taoism, Confucianism) 

Age(70) Keyword(Group Nation Thinking, Education, Learning) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Learning  

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Chinese_Classics/Volume_1/The_Great_Learning  

http://www.chinaknowledge.de/Literature/Classics/daxue.html  

Organon - Document[-325], Rank(1) Author(Aristotle) Wikidata(Q868) Age(59) Keyword(Individual 

Development Learning, Education, Philosophy) https://onemorelibrary.com/index.php/en/books/major-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instructions_of_Shuruppak
https://www.historyofinformation.com/detail.php?id=1306
https://etcsl.orinst.ox.ac.uk/section5/tr561.htm
https://www.worldoftales.com/fables/Aesop_fables.html
https://aesopsfables.org/
http://read.gov/aesop/001.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Learning
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Chinese_Classics/Volume_1/The_Great_Learning
http://www.chinaknowledge.de/Literature/Classics/daxue.html
https://onemorelibrary.com/index.php/en/books/major-collections/organon-aristotle-308
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collections/organon-aristotle-308  https://archive.org/details/AristotleOrganon  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organon  

The Delphic Maxims - Document[-200], Rank(40) Author(Many) Keyword(Group Development Maxims, 

Learning, Philosophy) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delphic_maxims  

https://archive.org/stream/delphicmaximsinl00wilk/delphicmaximsinl00wilk_djvu.txt  

https://mentora.gr/the-delphic-maxims/  

Sic et Non - Document[1120], Rank(70) Author(Peter Abelard/Petrus Abaelardus/Abailardus) 

Wikidata(Q4295) Age(41) Keyword(Group Religion Logic, Learning, Debate, Questioning) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sic_et_Non 

http://individual.utoronto.ca/pking/resources/abelard/Sic_et_non.txt  

The Advancement of Learning - Document[1605], Rank(30) Author(Francis Bacon) Wikidata(Q37388) 

Age(44) Keyword(Individual Development Learning, Education) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Advancement_of_Learning  

https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/5500  https://archive.org/details/advancementofl00baco  

The Battle of the Books - Document[1698], Rank(30) Author(Jonathan Swift) Wikidata(Q41166) Age(31) 

Keyword(Group Development History, Ancient, Modern, Learning, Dogma) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Battle_of_the_Books  

https://archive.org/details/battlebooks00swifgoog/page/n16/mode/2up  

https://archive.org/details/imperialdictiona03eadi/page/1094/mode/2up  

Of The Conduct Of Understanding - Document[1704], Rank(1) Author(John Locke) Wikidata(Q9353) 

Age(72) Keyword(Group Development Humanism, Learning, Understanding) 

https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/locke1706.pdf  

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Of_the_Conduct_of_the_Understanding  

https://archive.org/details/lockesconductofu00lock/page/n9/mode/2up  

Outlines of an historical view of the progress of the human mind - Document[1795], Rank(10) 

Author(Marquis of Condorcet) Wikidata(Q201477) Age(Post Mortem 1 ) Keyword(Individual History 

Humanity, Development, Learning, Discovery, Education) https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/condorcet-

outlines-of-an-historical-view-of-the-progress-of-the-human-mind  

http://files.libertyfund.org/files/1669/Condorcet_0878_EBk_v6.0.pdf  

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/condorcet-progress.asp  

Illustrations of Universal Progress: A Series of Discussions - Document[1865], Rank(20) Author(Herbert 

Spencer) Wikidata(Q144535) Age(45) Keyword(Group Humanism History, Education, Learning) 

https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/39977  

http://www.columbia.edu/acis/ets/CCREAD/etscc/spencer.htm  

https://oll.libertyfund.org/person/herbert-spencer  

https://archive.org/details/AristotleOrganon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delphic_maxims
https://archive.org/stream/delphicmaximsinl00wilk/delphicmaximsinl00wilk_djvu.txt
https://mentora.gr/the-delphic-maxims/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sic_et_Non
http://individual.utoronto.ca/pking/resources/abelard/Sic_et_non.txt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Advancement_of_Learning
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/5500
https://archive.org/details/advancementofl00baco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Battle_of_the_Books
https://archive.org/details/battlebooks00swifgoog/page/n16/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/imperialdictiona03eadi/page/1094/mode/2up
https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/locke1706.pdf
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Of_the_Conduct_of_the_Understanding
https://archive.org/details/lockesconductofu00lock/page/n9/mode/2up
https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/condorcet-outlines-of-an-historical-view-of-the-progress-of-the-human-mind
https://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/condorcet-outlines-of-an-historical-view-of-the-progress-of-the-human-mind
http://files.libertyfund.org/files/1669/Condorcet_0878_EBk_v6.0.pdf
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/condorcet-progress.asp
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/39977
http://www.columbia.edu/acis/ets/CCREAD/etscc/spencer.htm
https://oll.libertyfund.org/person/herbert-spencer
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Books Condemned to be Burnt - Document[1892], Rank(20) Author(James Anson Farrer) 

Wikidata(Q18912584) Age(43) Keyword(Group Development Critics, Heresy, Dogma, Belief, 

Totalitarianism, Censorship) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Anson_Farrer  

https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/31520/pg31520-images.html  

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Books_Condemned_to_be_Burnt  

Education: Intellectual, Moral, and Physical - Document[1896], Author(Herbert Spencer) 

Wikidata(Q144535) Age(76) Keyword(Individual Philosophy Education, Learning, Morals) 

https://archive.org/details/spencereducation00spen/page/n6  

https://dl.tufts.edu/concern/pdfs/t722hn54m  https://mises.org/library/education-intellectual-moral-

and-physical  

Aphorisms and Reflections from the Works of T. H. Huxley by Thomas Henry Huxley - Document[1908], 

Rank(20) Author(Thomas Henry Huxley) Wikidata(Q184366) Age(Post Mortem 13 ) Keyword(Individual 

Development Humanism) http://www.gutenberg.org/files/38097/38097-h/38097-h.htm  

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/007662904  https://mathcs.clarku.edu/huxley/Book/Aphor.html  

Degrees on Knowledge, Truth and Reality - Document[1919], Rank(10) Author(Richard Burdon 

Haldane) Wikidata(Q334078) Age(63) Keyword(Group Philosophy Knowledge, Education, Reality) 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/100226685  

The Art Of Thinking - Document[1921], Rank(40) Author(Thomas Sharper Knowlson) Age(54) 

Keyword(Group Development Thinking, Knowledge, Learning) 

https://archive.org/details/artthinking00knowgoog  

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupname?key=Knowlson%2C%20T.%20Sharper

%20(Thomas%20Sharper)%2C%201867-1947  

https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22Knowlson%2C+T.+Sharper+(Thomas+Sharper)%2

C+1867-1947%22  

The Open Society and Its Enemies - Document[1945], Rank(1) Author(Karl Popper) Wikidata(Q81244) 

Age(43) Keyword(Individual Nation Education, Learning, Debate, Discussion, Knowledge) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Open_Society_and_Its_Enemies  https://antilogicalism.com/wp-

content/uploads/2018/04/open-society-1.pdf  

https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.77661/page/n7/mode/2up  

The Prevention of Literature - Document[1946], Rank(20) Author(George Orwell) Wikidata(Q3335) 

Age(43) Keyword(Individual Development Humanism, Education, Learning, Debate, Discussion) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Prevention_of_Literature  

https://www.orwell.ru/library/essays/prevention/english/e_plit  

http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks03/0300011h.html  

The Idea of Progress: An Inquiry Into Its Origin and Growth - Document[1921], Rank(20) Author(John 

Bagnell Bury) Wikidata(Q502912) Age(60) Keyword(Group Nation Nation, Progress, Learning, Education, 

Knowledge, History) http://www.gutenberg.org/files/4557/4557-h/4557-h.htm  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Anson_Farrer
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/31520/pg31520-images.html
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Books_Condemned_to_be_Burnt
https://archive.org/details/spencereducation00spen/page/n6
https://dl.tufts.edu/concern/pdfs/t722hn54m
https://mises.org/library/education-intellectual-moral-and-physical
https://mises.org/library/education-intellectual-moral-and-physical
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/38097/38097-h/38097-h.htm
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/007662904
https://mathcs.clarku.edu/huxley/Book/Aphor.html
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/100226685
https://archive.org/details/artthinking00knowgoog
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupname?key=Knowlson%2C%20T.%20Sharper%20(Thomas%20Sharper)%2C%201867-1947
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupname?key=Knowlson%2C%20T.%20Sharper%20(Thomas%20Sharper)%2C%201867-1947
https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22Knowlson%2C+T.+Sharper+(Thomas+Sharper)%2C+1867-1947%22
https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22Knowlson%2C+T.+Sharper+(Thomas+Sharper)%2C+1867-1947%22
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Open_Society_and_Its_Enemies
https://antilogicalism.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/open-society-1.pdf
https://antilogicalism.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/open-society-1.pdf
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.77661/page/n7/mode/2up
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Prevention_of_Literature
https://www.orwell.ru/library/essays/prevention/english/e_plit
http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks03/0300011h.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/4557/4557-h/4557-h.htm
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https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupname?key=Bury,%20J.%20B.%20(John%20B

agnell),%201861-1927  https://www.librarything.com/author/buryjb  

The Sane Society - Document[1955], Rank(20) Author(Erich Fromm) Wikidata(Q57085) Age(55) 

Keyword(Group Development Humanism, Education, Choice, Tyranny, Politics, Society) 

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/The_Sane_Society  https://www.brainpickings.org/2017/03/23/the-sane-

society-erich-fromm/  https://marxists.catbull.com/archive/fromm/works/1969/human.htm  

Insight - Document[1957], Rank(10) Author(Bernard Lonergan) Wikidata(Q530983) Age(53) 

Keyword(Group Philosophy Humanism, Insight, Learning, Education) https://epdf.pub/collected-works-

of-bernard-lonergan-insight.html  https://www.iep.utm.edu/lonergan/  http://bclonergan.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/04/Insight-and-Beyond-20091.pdf  

Consciousness Explained - Document[1991], Rank(20) Author(Daniel Dennett) Age(49) 

Keyword(Individual Science Learning, Choice) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consciousness_Explained  

https://ase.tufts.edu/cogstud/dennett/  https://ase.tufts.edu/cogstud/dennett/papers/precisCE.pdf  

See Also 

Jean Piaget - Lifespan[1896 to 1980]  Born_Loc(Neuchatel, Switzerland) Rank(20) Keyword(Education, 

Development, Learning), Wikidata(Q123190) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Piaget  

https://archivespiaget.ch/en/  https://archive.org/search?query=creator%3A%22Jean+Piaget%22  

Robert Kegan - Lifespan[1946 to ]  Born_Loc(Minnesota, USA) Rank(50) Keyword(Education, Learning, 

Development) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Kegan  

http://www.shiftingthinking.org/?page_id=449  

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674272316  
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